After the usual preliminary business, the secretary announced the subject for discussion: What is'the best material for the basis of artificial dentures ? In the discussion of which question, the whole subject of the materials of teeth, and the manner of inserting them, was to be embraced.
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First. The materials used should be incorruptible, and the denture so constructed as not to admit of vitiated secretions.
Second. A perfect adaptation of the denture to the mouth.
Third. The restoration of the natural form and expression of the mouth and face, in cases where the muscles had become sunken.
Fourth. A natural form should be given to the lingual surface of the denture, in order that the tongue might articulate with ease and clearness.
Fifth. Sufficient strength to subserve the purposes for which they are intended.
Sixth. Artificial dentures should be so truthful to nature in appearance as to elude detection by the common observer.
All of these points, besides others of minor consideration, he claimed for continuous gum work.
As regarded the first point, the plates were pure platina, the solder pure gold, and the teeth, body, and gum enamel all composed of pure minerals and metallic oxyds Platina, besides being pure, had sufficient ductility to be swaged perfectly to a cast from the mouth, and had much less expansion and contraction, when subjected to extreme transitions of heat and cold, than any other metal used for dental purposes, being only 1 in 1176, while that of 18 carat gold is 1 in 600. First. The teeth, next, the alveolar process ; then resulted difficulty of speech, and always a change in the natural expression of the face. These it was the dentist's duty to restore with the best material and in the best manner possible.
By the old style of work, they could restore the teeth, and partially the alveolar ridge and speech; but they could not, in every case, restore the expression of the mouth and lace. In this, which h.e might call artistic dentistry, there was something more required than mere mechanical skill. There were also two other very important points to be observed?cleanliness and durability. He contended that he knew of no process so complete as work performed with continuous gum, by which he was enabled to treat successfully all the important points. Yet it was certain there was no work introduced into the profession that had been, in many instances, so carelessly thrown together. The great difficulty had been from ignorant manipulations at the furnace, and the lack of information among members of the profession in regard to silicious compounds. Where the work was put up with all the latest improvements, they could obtain every thing that was required of artificial teeth.
Pending Dr. Robert's remarks, the hour for adjournment arrived, and the same subject was noticed to be continued at the next meeting.?Dental Register of the West.
